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ambition would stop nowhere ; and so he resolved
to get rid of him, more out of patriotism and
jealousy for England's prestige on the Continent
than for personal reasons; but it is more than
possible, that he feared, if only unconsciously, the
possibility of being unseated himself after the
security in which Henry VTFs natural antipathy
to the Howards had placed him*

So the stage was set for the first act in Wolsey's
public career. It began with his endeavour, by
the wish of Foxe, to exclude Surrey from the
Court; but it was to end in a battle for Wolsey's
own head, in which the earl's son, who had waited
fifteen years to accomplish his task, was to taste
the fruits of victory. For hitherto, in spite of his
accomplishments, Wolsey had never been in the
foreground at Court Even the late King had em-
ployed him as an ambassador rather than bestow
upon him the authority to administrate in his own
dominion ; and, when Henry VIII came to the
throne, his grandmother kept Wolsey, of whom
she had never very strongly approved, still farther
in the background ; but Foxe and Lovell bided
their time.

At the death of Henry VII Wolsey's chaplaincy
automatically ceasedj and he was not at once
appointed chaplain to the new King. The Royal
Almoner, Edenham, died in the following July ;
but Wolsey was not promoted to his office, as he
would almost certainly have been if the old King
had lived. Thomas Hobbes was appointed, but